I
i

I2

AUSTIN'S HAWAIIAN WEEKLY.

_Eal_ﬁés of _ﬁellg

‘;ous Thought.

By W. K. AZBILL.

Shinto a Hindrance to Progress
in Japan.

The word Shinto means “the
way of the gods,” In Japan dei-
fied ancestors are the gods alluded
to in this word, Chief of thgse are
the Emperors, from Jima Yeno
down, (possibly one shotthl say up)
to the reigning Mikado, who is vn-
doubtedly the greatest of all Japan’s
monarchs, if they are to be arrang-
ed in a scale of enlightened reigns.
For, during Meiji, which means en-
lightened reign, Japan has made
more progress than in all the two
thousand and five hundred years
preceeding. The relation between
the present Emperor and the peo-
ple is more intimate and real than
ever before; the sense of loyalty
and affection of the people has nev-
er been surpassed; vet, there is less
of mystery about His majesty, and
he appears more in the role of an
ordinary mortal than any of his
predecessors. However, he is in a
sense worshipped by almost all,
and by many with a religious ven-
eration that approaches very near-
ly to the western notion of worship.
" Of course, educated Japanese
while entertaining the profoundest
respect and affection for .tl'u:ir Em-
peror, look upon the religious hom-
age of the masses as mistaken and
childish. Yet, most of the leaders
of public opinion think, or seem to
think, that this notion and its ac-
companying sentiment almost uni-
versal with the common people, is
necessary to preserve loyalty and
to insure obedience. Hence we

have the amazing spectacleofheads
of departments in Government, en-
lightened members of Parliament,
and Professors in the Imperial
University and other great schools,
setting themselves in the way of
the natural rights of teachers and
liberties of the people in the for-
mation and conduct of schools
where the hand of desuetude might
touch this idolatry,

That they are ashamed of their |
attitude towards freedom of speech
on this matter in the schools and
elsewhere, is evinced by the veil-
ing phrazes, “the nationality of
Japan,” and “our national spirit,"
and the like, The picture of the
Emperor is placed in a conspicu-
ous place in the schools conducted
under Government direction, and
all teachers and pupils are expected
on entering the buildings to bow
to these pictures,
ed deny that this is worship, that it
is obligatory. But the teacher or
the child who refuses finds a hard
road to travel. He is said to set
himself in opposition to the “na- |
tional spirit,” and to be opposed
to “the nationality of Japan.”

The true explanation of the use
of these phrases is, that the igno-
rant cannot understand how Chris- ‘

The enlighten- ¢

| tian Japanese can refuse to worship

the Emperor, worship another “Son
of Heaven," and at the same time
be loyal to the Mikado and his
Empire. This Shinto stands in the
way of progress amd of Christian-
ity in Japan, :

Prof. I'Iymp and Spiritiam,

Prof. James Hyslop. of Columbia
University, a member of the So-
ciety for Physical Research, gives
some of the results of investiga-
tions which have extended over a
period of thirteen years in which
he says: “I'he amazing number of
specific incidents that can be proy-
ed to have been the experiences,
thoughts, and actions of the alleg-
ed communication and him
alone, in connection with the sit-
ter, is s0 overwhelming in its char-
acter that no student can refuse it
the merit of following, in its ex-
ternal features at least, the de-
mands of scientific proof of im-
mortality.”

Prof. ~ Hyslop's investigations
have been made in connection with
Mr. Piper, of Boston. He says that
in reaching his conclusions five
hypotheses have been considered,
namely, fraud, illusion, suggestion,
telepathy, and spiritism. After re-
peated experiments and observa-
tion under conditions which put
conscious and even unconscious
fraud out of court, he was obliged
also to give up the alternative hy-
potheses of illusion and suggestion,
=1 bhat, e owas limited to the alter-
native of telepathy or the influ-
ence of disembodied souls. Of
these he prefers the latter,

His pronouncement against the
frauds of spirits in general are
sweeping and most vigorous, (f
the spiritists of New York City he
says: “They represent nothing but
a kind of trash for which there i
no adequate language in the court
of contempt to describe its char-
acter. His argument in favor i
spirit communications against tii
hypothesis of telepathy is so
thoughtful and reasonable as to
commend itself to the judgment of
the scientific world, The following
paragraph will be read with inter-
est:

“Telepathy must assume the
medium’s power in the trance to
hunt up someone in the world un-
known to her, and select the right
facts from his memory to repre-
sent the personal identity of alleg-
ed communicator. It is even true
that instances occur in which such
facts are, or would have to be, as-
certained from persons actually un-
known to the Sitter, ]
known communicators, that is, un-
known to the Sitter, present speci-
fic incidents to be sent to friends,

of

Further, un- |

andallusions to the recent deaths of
specific persons are often made
when the Sitters know nothing of
it. Telepathy, to account for such
acquisition by Mg, Piper's brain,
must practically ascribe to it the
capacity of our inerease.”

So, he rejects telepathy as the
true hypothesis and accounts for
Mr. Piper's communications on the
theory of spirit influences, When
it was suggested to him that the
communications might he Satanie,
he replied that it is not a question
as to the kind of spirits, but wheth-
er there are any at all. However,
he thinks that abundant evidence
is furnished of the personal iden-
tity of discarnate persons,

«« Sheldonism.”

The Literary Digest quotes at
length a writer in the London
Church Kevicwo who criticises Char-
les M, Sheldon's hooks, calling
their admirers a new cult and the
teaching “Sheldonism,”  The edi-
tor of the Digest makes neither
favorable nor adverse comments.

The evolution of Mr, Sheldon's
tdea is within the memory of thous-
ands. ‘Endeavor Clark” wrote the
pledge for his young people some
cighteen vears ago! “Trusting in
the Lord Jesus Christ, for strength,
I promise him that | will do whai-
ceer e would like to Taze e do,”
&e. Mr. Wiliam Stead, in his book,
"If Christ Should Come to Chica-
go," written about the time of the
World’s Fair, contained the sng-
gestion that every follower of
Christ should be a Christ in human
society, which meant, of course.
that each should try to act always
as Jesus would probably have act-
ed in the same circumstances, My,
Sheldon'’s book, “In His Steps,”
ilustrates, from the author's point
of view, how such a course would
effect the lives of people and the
business of the world,

Were  Jesus Christ living  and
preaching in any part of the civi-
lized world to-day as he lived and
preached in  Palestine  eighteen
hundred sixty-five vears ago, he
would be pronounced by the whole
newspaper fraternity as the great-
est crank of modern times, and his
religion would be denounced as ut-
terly impracticable.  No  wonder,
then, that Mr, Sheldon's sugges-
tion as to how we might “follow in
his steps,” is met by such adverse
criticisms as those of the London
Church Revien,

When one wrongs another he is
apt to begin thenee forward to hate
the object of his wrong deed,

—

I one will do good to another
he will thenceforward find it easier
to love the recipient of his good
tleed,

The impulses of a good heart en-
liven and beautify the loveliest fea-
tures, and a bad disposition makes
ugly wrinkles on the handsomest

l of facvs.

A most appropriate feat .
Hag raising day would be a1
proclamation by President A g,
ley,  Appropriate subjects for
a document are so numeron- gy
it would be hard 1o sugge.
most important topic.  Leay, )y
with the President.—Bulleti

AAA

The oldest tree on carth wy 1
authenticated history is the .y,
hhoo tree of Burmah, For ..:;|
centuries it has been held sacy
Buddha, and no person is ) T
o totreh the trunk.  Whe g
leaves fall they are carricd
s relies by pilgrims.

AAA

The chief motive of the LOsNi] §
not always to do harm, but ofio, 1
gratify the thirst of his listenor i
news,  There are times whey 1
listener is known to enjoy il ey
Of his enemics.  This Turnishes
delightiul opportunity and pleising
pistime for the gossip.

A A A *

A Clerieal Witticismi—Dr 1.
man Abbott tells this anecilon |
the Miles banquet: A punel wy
served showing tiny flags stue
the ice at each side—the [nglic
and American flags.  The prong
nent English guest of the oceasig
wias replying to a toast to the
conntries and looking at the pune
with the American flag in one oy
and the English flag in the oflr
he said there seemed to he a el
ness  existing between  the
countries,  Dr. van Dyke followe
and, looking at the punch anl r
ferring to what the other speil g
Dl said, stated that no matter o
coldness there might be the coun
ries seemed to be united by a con
mon spirit, '
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The British-American
Steamship Line.

Freight contracted through from
any point in the Unlted States to 1he
Hawallun Islands In connection wit
the Great. Northern, Northern aciflg
or Canadian Pacific Railways, Montl
ly service from Seattle and Tuacon
with our new A-1, 6000 ton steame
the “Port Albert.”

For further information apply to

Henry Waterhouse & Co,
GENERAL AGENTS.
QUEEN STREET.
Telephone 313.

JUHEI ISHIZUKR,

AGENCY OF

KEI HIN BANK, LTD,

Vineyard Street,

Trunsact General Banking aml Bt

change Business.

HEAD OFFICE, - - - TOKYO, JAPAH

Draw exchange or
FIRST NATIONAL BANK,
YOROHANMA




